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Defining Community Resilience
• “Community Resilience is a measure of the 

sustained ability of a community to utilize 
available resources to respond to, withstand, 
and recover from adverse situations.”

Planning for Community Resilience in Michigan: A Comprehensive Handbook. 
LIAA; Beckett & Raeder, Inc.; and the Michigan Association of Planning. April 
2017. 

– One way for a community to foster its resilience is 
through its master plan



Principles of Community Resiliency
• Safe Guarding Public Health

– Actively protecting and ensuring the right to clean air, water, and food for all community 
members while preparing for and assessing risk, emergencies, and potential hazards

• Developing Sustainable Communities
– Building capacity for a diverse economy and growing a diverse workforce

• Embracing Clean Energy
– Determining appropriate alternatives to fossil fuel use for powering a community’s existing and 

future industries
• Promoting Environmental Justice

– Protecting the ways and means in which individuals and businesses are able to utilize resources 
and deliver goods in a way that doesn’t compromise the health of future generations

• Advancing Transportation Solutions
– Ensuring that a community has a complete system of streets and modes of transportation for all 

potential users including the pedestrian, non-motorized commuter, and mass transit user
• Conserving Natural Resources

– Protecting land, resources, and open space unimpaired and creating a land use plan that actively 
conserves community natural assets



What is a Resilient Master Plan?
• Components of a Resilient Master Plan:

– Contains complete community profiles of economic, 
demographic, environmental, transportation, and land 
use conditions

– Identifies and maps natural and manmade assets
– Considers coastal and climate trends
– Defines community vulnerabilities
– Sets goals and objectives
– Creates a future land use plan for zoning 
– Discusses implementation strategies



What is a Resilient Master Plan? Cont’d
• In other words….

– Resilient master planning is an opportunity for a 
community to review each of its important 
resources, stakeholders, and systems along side 
each other as the community contemplates its 
future

• This is productive because it exposes community 
synergies or linkages that might be missed when 
matters are contemplated separately

Source: Planning for Community Resilience in Michigan: A Comprehensive 
Handbook. LIAA; Beckett & Raeder, Inc.; and the Michigan Association of 
Planning. April 2017. 



What is a Resilient Master Plan? Cont’d
• We reviewed your 2014 Master plan 

using an evaluation exercise aimed at 
identifying resilient master plan 
components for coastal communities

• Takeaways from this exercise:
• Clear that public participation 

and input was used in the 
creation of the plan 

• Regional perspective is positively 
discussed throughout the plan

• No discussion of vulnerabilities, 
land suitability, or coastal 
processes

• Missing economic trends
• Lacks assessment of past plan 

implementation effectiveness 



What is a Resilient Master Plan? Cont’d
• As such, this process is different from 4 years ago 

because Resilient Master Planning will help you, 
in part, do the following:
– Review effectiveness of past plan implementation
– Define community vulnerabilities
– Consider scientifically grounded coastal hazards and 

climate trends
– Complete a land suitability analysis, which can inform 

future land use goals
– Analyze economic trends
– Set monitoring and achievement benchmarks for 

community goals



Resilient Master Plan Examples

The next two slides present example 
language, figures, and concepts from 
these two master plans to elucidate what 
a Resilient Master Plan looks like.







• Alger County
• Baraga Township
• Bay City
• Beaver Island
• Benton Harbor
• Camp Grayling Joint Maneuver 

Training Center
• City of Ann Arbor
• City of Dearborn
• City of Detroit
• City of East Jordan
• City of Farmington Hills
• City of Grand Haven
• City of Grand Rapids
• City of Hancock
• City of Hazel Park
• City of Holland
• City of Kalamazoo
• City of Ludington
• City of Marquette
• City of Monroe
• City of Muskegon

• City of Southgate
• City of St. Joseph
• City of Traverse City
• City of Trenton
• City of Ypsilanti
• Coastal Macomb County
• Fort Custer Training Center
• Frenchtown Charter Township
• Grand Haven Charter Township
• Hamlin Township
• Meridian Township
• Monroe Charter Township
• Muskegon County
• Pere Marquette Charter Township
• Selfridge Air National Guard Base
• Village of Northport
• Village of Sebewaing

Michigan 
Communities with 
Climate Actions 
Plans, Resiliency 
Plans, and/or 
Sustainability Plans



Questions?
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